
ONE!DA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Bill Lewis, Choirmon Ken Eliqson Brion Jeppsen

459 South Mqin St, Molqd,lD 83252

Commissioner's Meeling
l4 APRIL 2025 - 9:00 AM

REGU LAR
* RECORD'NG# 25041 4-0 t 22 & 250414-0 t 23*

lN ATTENDANCE: Commissioner Choirmon Bill Lewis, Commissioner Ken Elioson,
ond Commissioner Brion Jeppsen.

Commissioner Lewis opened the meeting ond led oll in the pledge ond o
proyer.

Agendo Approvo!
Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove fhe ogendo os presenfed.
Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

Consent Agendo, Poymenl of Cloims, ond Approvol of Temporory Overweight
Permits. ond Approvol of Meeling Minules

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to opprove fhe consenf ogendo os
presented, which inc/udes the poyment of cloims, opprovol of two
temporory overweight permits, ond opprovol of meeting minufes.
Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. Alloyes. Motion corried.
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Amount Poid

$ 66,374.08

$ r 6,s66.96

$ 3,064.1 3

$ 34.87

$ r 26.48

$ 2,497.?s

$ 20,833.r 7

$ r 5,442.s0

$ 1 0.01 s.l 9

$ 331.42

$ s,I96.48

$ 300.00

Fund Description
GENERAL FUND/CURRENT EXPENSE

ROAD AND BRIDGE

AIRPORT

AMBULANCE

DISTRICT COURT

FAIR, COUNTY

JUSTICE FUND

HEALTH DISTRICT

PARKS & RECREATION

WEEDS

E-91 I

DRUG COURT/SPC.CT. COORDINATOR

TOTAL:
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Adull Probqtion - Kotie Avichouser & Jored Morchond
Approvol is requested for funding to support Melisso Peck's ottendonce of the
Notionol Drug Court Conference in Florido, scheduled for May 27 - June 1,2025.
Ms. Peck seryes os Oneido County's Felony Probotion Officer ond is responsible
for supervising the mojority of porticiponts in the county's treotment court
progrom.

Attending this conference will provide Ms. Peck with occess to current best
proctices ond skills thot con be opplied directly to her work, enhoncing
outcomes for both the treotment court ond the probotioners it serves.

The totol cost of ottendonce includes the conference registrotion, oirfore,
lodging, ond per diem for meols. These expenses will be jointly funded by
Oneido County ond the ldoho Deportment of Corrections (IDOC). Oneido
County will specificolly cover hotel occommodotions ond up to $799 of the
flight cost.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to poy for hotel room for $624.25, ond the
flight of $799.00 for o totolof up to $1,424 fo come out of the Drug Court
Coordinotor f und for Oneido County Felony Probotion Officer Me/isso
Peck. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. Alloyes. Motion corried.

Rood Discussion (Arbon Volley Rood, Hess Rood) - Sleve Hess

Steve Hess shored photos documenting domoge ond weor olong Arbon Volley
Rood, porticulorly neor Highwoy 38 ond Hess Rood. He roised concerns obout
severol sofety issues, including the rood's norrowness, deteriorotion, ond o roised
cottleguord thot could domoge vehicles.

Rood & Bridge Supervisor Dionno Dredge porticipoted in the discussion ond
ogreed to odd rood bose oround the cottleguord to "feother" the tronsition
ond reduce the height difference, improving drivobility.

The group olso discussed the possibility of plocing temporory rood signoge in
oreos of concern. However, signs would only be instolled when cottle ore not
present, to ovoid domoge coused by onimols rubbing ogoinst them.

Plons to upgrode sections of Arbon Volley Rood ore in progress but ore

expected to tot<e severol yeors, os the project is port of o lorger, stotewide list of

infiostructure priorities. Ms. Dredge ossured Mr. Hess thot her deportment will

continue to moke improvements os resources ollow. She olso noted the ongoing

chollenges her teom foces, including woter runoff, underlying cloy soils, ond

increosed weor from heovy, fost-moving vehicles on roods not originolly

designed to suPPort such loods.
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Aquifer Rechorge Projecl - Added Expense
At the lost commissioner meeting, five culverts for the ITD pit ond two culverts for
the Word pit were opproved but the county wos chorged for nine. Both Terry
Dovis with Molod Volley lrrigotion ond the county rood & bridge deportment
confirmed seven culverts were picked up ond instolled. Commissioner Lewis
contocted the vendor to discuss the discreponcy ond they will review their
records.

R&B - Skid-Steer Looder Purchose
Rood & Bridge Supervisor Dionno Dredge discussed the polentiol purchose of o
skid-steer looder, exploining thot it would be porticulorly useful for work on
culverts ond rood shoulders due to its lighter size. This equipment would olso
ollow the deportment's lorger looder to remoin of the pit, increosing efficiency.
Given the extended leod time for ordering, Ms. Dredge proposed plocing the
order now with poyment scheduled upon delivery in October, using funds from
the next fiscol yeor's budget.

Becouse the onticipoted cost exceeds $75,000, questions were roised regording
complionce with ldoho's public purchosing lows. Under ldoho Code S 67-2803,
counties ore required to follow formol bidding procedures for purchoses over
$75,000 unless the purchose is mode through on opproved cooperotive
purchosing progrom.

Sourcewell wos identified os one such progrom, which provides occess to pre-
bid controcts thot meet competitive bidding stondords. County Attorney Lyle

Fuller confirmed thot other jurisdictions, such os Pocotello, hove successfully
utilized Sourcewell controcts ond thot it moy be possible to "piggybock" on their
bid process to meet legol requirements.

Further review will ensure the proper purchosing procedures ore followed in

complionce with ldoho Code.

Commissioner Elioson motioned to opprove the bid from Western Sfotes

for o 2025 Coterpillor 265 Compoct Irock Looder Skid-Sfeer, including on
B6-inch generolpurpose buckef ond o RW RH Slider mochine rood
widener in the omount of $147,627.12 using funds from the 2026 budget,
os long os fhe purchose fulfills the bid requiremenfs. Seconded by
CommissionerJeppsen. All oyes. Motion conied.

R&B - Bereovement Time for John Thomos

Commissioners discussed o request mode by o supervisor on beholf of o Rood

ond Bridge employee, following the possing of the employee's longtime

portner. Becouse the couple wos not legolly morried ond ldoho does not

recognize common-low morrioge, the county's current bereovement policy-
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which defines immediote fomily os spouse, porents, grondporents, children,
grondchildren, siblings, ond in-lows-does not cleorly opply in this situotion.

Legol counsel Lyle Fuller odvised ogoinst moking exceptions outside the written
policy, noting thot ony chonges would need to be cleorly defined ond opplied
consistently ocross oll policies. While the Commissioners expressed sympothy for
the employee's loss, Mr. Fuller emphosized thot legol constroints moy limit the
County's obility to offer bereovement leove in this cose.

PocifiCorp Judgemenl / Tqx Concellotion
Treosurer Leigh Love informed the Commissioners of o recent District Court ruling
in Ado County, which-similor to the ldoho Power judgment discussed in
December 2024-reduced the ossessed volue of PocifiCorp properties os
originolly determined of the stote level by the Stote Tox Commission. This ruling
impocts oll locol toxing districts.

To oddress the required refund of $17,613.49 to PocifiCorp, Treosurer Love
recommended issuing o revised tox bill reflecting the reduced ossessment. Eoch
toxing district's portion will be odjusted occordingly. Treosurer Love will concel
the offected omounts for eoch code oreo ond send explonotory letters to the
respective districts.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove fhe court ordered tox
concellotion for PocifiCorp for the omount of $17,613.49 for the second
holf of the 2024 toxyeor. Seconded by Commissioner Elioson. A//oyes.
Motion corried.

Treosurer - Audilor Joint Quorlerly Report

Treosurer Leigh Love presented the Treosurer - Auditor Joint Quorterly Report to
the Boord of Commissioners. Commissioner Lewis expressed oppreciotion for the
inclusion of the cosh stotement, noting thot it provided o cleorer breokdown of
the county's funds ond occount bolonces. The county is seeing strong
performonce in investments, porticulorly in certificotes of deposit (CDs) ond
bonds. Additionolly, the county hos reolized sovings in bonk fees since

tronsitioning to o credit union for its primory bonking services.

ln response to the upcoming closure of the US Bonk bronch in Molod, the county
hos estoblished o new occount with lrelond Bonk to focilitote immediote or

locol bonking tronsoctions os needed.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned fo occep t the Treasurer- Auditor J oint

Quorterly Reporf. seconded by commissioner Elioson. Alloyes. Motion

corried.
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Sheritf - Opioid Funds

The Oneido County Sheriff 's Office will porticipote in Notionol Drug Toke-Bock
Doy on Apri|26,2025, from l0:00 om to 2:00 pm, in portnership with the DEA,
ldoho Office of Drug Policy, ond Southeostern ldoho Public Heolth.

Sheriff Doug Willioms requested $350 in opioid settlement funds to cover
overtime for two Sheriff 's Office stoff members. Sheriff Willioms confirmed the
expense quolifies under Section G, Subsection 4 of the Approved Opioid
Abotement Strotegies. The event oims to help prevent the misuse of prescription
drugs, including opioids like Fentonyl ond Oxycodone.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to opprove fhe requesf of $350 through
the Opioid Sett/ement Fund to be used to cover overtime officer poy
during the DEA drug foke bock drive on April26, 2025. Seconded by
CommissionerJeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Review Counly Credit Cqrd Policy
Commissioners briefly discussed the potentiol need for o written policy outlining
credit cord use, hondling, ond the use of coshbock incentives. The topic wos
tobled for future discussion.

Exlension - Office Hours

County Extension Agent Sowyer Fonnesbeck requested yeor-round office hours
of B:00om to 4:00pm, os the current winter hours hove worked well. He stoted
thot the Extension stoff is willing to occommodote lote ofternoon or evening
octivities on o cose-by-cose bosis.

Commissioner Elioson motioned to opprove fhe County Exfension Office's
permonent office hours of B:00om - 4:00pm. Seconded by Commissioner
Jeppsen. A//oyes. Motion corried.

Properly Tox Exemplions
The Commissioners reviewed ond opproved property tox exemption requests. As

per ldoho Code Title 63, Chopter 6, onnuol opplicotions must be submitted by
April I5, ond decisions must be notified to the toxpoyer ond county ossessor by
Moy 15. Exemptions ore not outomoticolly corried over from previous yeors, ond
orgonizotions ore responsible for reopplying eoch yeor.

Commiss ioner Elioson mofioned to occep t the property tox exemptio n f or
the following lisf:

RP0005201 Americon Legion Posf 65

RPO0O56OI First Unifed Presbyterion Church of Molod

RP000BB00 lron Door Arfs & Theoter Foundotion, lnc
2025.04.14 - BOCC rVeeting - MINUTES - Regulor Poge 5 of I



RP000280t A Molod Lodge #51 Ancient Free & Accepfed Mosons of
ldoho
Oneido Cnsis Center, lnc.
Oneido Pioneer Museum
Molod Volley Heritoge Squore
Foithful Followers of Fotimo - St. Poul Cotholic Mission
The Church of Jesus Chrisf of Lotter-Doy Soinfs
The Church of Jesus Chrisf of Lotter-Doy Soinfs

The Church of Jesus Christ of Lotter-Doy Soinfs

The Church of Jesus Chrisf of Lotter-Doy Soints
The Church of Jesus Chrisf of Lotter-Doy Soinfs

The Church of Jesus Chrisf of Lotter-Doy Soinfs

The Church of Jesus Chrisf of Lotter-Doy Soinfs

The Church of Jesus Chrisf of Lotter-Doy Soinfs

The Church of Jesus Christ of Lotter-Doy Soinfs

Victory Boptisf Church
Victory Boptisf Church

RP0330t07
RP0000t00
RP0256802A
RP03 t7408
RP0046400

RP0046502

RP004700t
RP0066523

RP0066525

RP00B670t

RP00B730t

RP0098202

RP?t 4760t
RP0084500

RP0322500

Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Annuol Finonciol Audit Reporl 2024 - Seorle, Hort & Associotes
Dono lzott of Seorle, Hort ond Associotes presented the independent oudit
report for Oneido County. The County received o "Good Opinion" roting on its
finonciol stotements for fiscol yeor 2024. Commissioners signed o letter of
representotion, ond reod o letter from the ouditors which confirmed there were
no issues working with county stoff or obtoining necessory informotlon.

Attorney Lyle Fuller osked the ouditor o question reloted to onother ogendo
item concerning the county's credit cord policy ond coshbock usoge. The
ouditor odvised thot the County should hove cleor policies in ploce ond ensure
regulor review of credit cord stotements. lt wos olso noted thot, under ldoho
Code, interest eorned on funds moy be used os o revenue item in the County's
generol fund.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo sign the letter of representotion ond
occepf the oudit reporfs from Seor/e, Hort ond Associofes. Seconded by
Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Foir Boord - Bids for Born Extension ond Building Permit Fee Cosl

Foir Boord Member Ken Moss presented commissioners with two bids for the
previously opproved born extension project of the foirgrounds. The foir boord

would like to get storted os soon os possible in order to hove the proiect

completed by the foir events in August. The first bid is neor the opproved
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omount for the project ond the other bid is for o metol building ond is

significontly higher. The bids do not include gotes or electricolwork, ond
commissioners requested Mr. Moss obtoin quotes for those two items. Mr. Moss
olso requested the boord olso opprove hoving no chorge for the necessory
permit process.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo occept the f ull bid from Double O
Construction for the foir born exfension for the omount of $41,500.
Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. Alloyes. Motion corried.

Commissioner Lewis motioned to woive the permif fees for the foir born
extension project. Seconded by Commissioner Elioson. A// oyes. Motion
corried.

ADA Troining - Counlies & Sheriff Deporlments - Jennifer Pulnqm
Jennifer Putnom, o speech ond longuoge pothologist with yeors of experience
in Oneido ond Bonnock counties, oddressed the Commissioners following
concerns reloted to the recent fotol police shooting of o young mon with limited
obilities in Pocotello. She noted thot while focility occessibility is importont, true
ADA complionce olso involves communicotion ond response protocols.

Commissioners invited discussion between Ms. Putnom ond Sheriff Willioms, who
shored informotion regording ongoing ADA troining ond response plonning.
Sheriff Willioms olso oddressed Ms. Putnom's ideo of o voluntory informotion
system, exploining thot the Spillmon dispotch softwore ollows for limited flogging
ond storing criticol doto. The possibility of involving troined crisis intervention
personnel in future responses wos olso discussed. No oction wos token.

P&Z - Codificotion Questionnoire ond Amended Agreemenl
At o previous meeting, the Boord of Commissioners opproved ond signed the
codificotion ogreement. However, o seporote poge requiring initiols wos
inodvertently left incomplete. Upon further review, o few clericol errors were
identified ond corrected to reflect the originol terms ogreed upon by the Boord.

Becouse the updoted ogreement did not moteriolly chonge the substonce of
whot wos previously opproved, o new motion wos not required. Attorney Lyle

Fuller confirmed thot re-signing the corrected ogreement folls within the scope
of the originol motion in occordonce with ldoho Code.

Additionolly, o questionnoire wos included with todoy's ogendo item. By

completing it during the meeting, the Boord wos oble to help expedite the

codificotion process, which is expected to shorten the months-long timeline by o

few weeks.
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Clerk - 2026 Budgel Discussion
County Clerk Lon Colton hos prepored budget worksheets for eoch county
deportment, which ore due bock by Moy ,l9. 

After the worksheets ore
submitted, Clerk Colton will compile the informotion ond prepore it for review by
the Boord of Commissioners.

Before sendlng out the worksheets, the Clerk's Office plons to meet with
deportment heods to go over the process ond onswer ony questions. The gool is

to help moke the process os smooth ond stroightforword os possible for
everyone involved.

Clerk Colton olso recommended o slight odjustment to this yeor's budget
process. ln oddition to in-person discussions, deportment heods ore encouroged
to include o written summory of their budget needs. These summories con be
reviewed by the Boord in odvonce, helping to keep the budgeting process
focused ond efficient. lt wos suggested thot the May 27 ond June 9
commissioner meetings-being the first two ofter the Moy l9 deodline-be used
for initiol budget discussions with deportment heods.

ChotGPT os o Polenliol Resource for Gront Writing
Commissioner Jeppsen opened the discussion obout using ortificiol intelligence
(Al) to ossist the county with finding ond writing gronts. Doing o brief seorch
using ChotGPT, on Al plotform with informotion up-to-dote through June 2023,
Commissioner Jeppsen wos oble to identify o hondful of ovoiloble gronts ond
informotion obout them within o few minutes. A few questions obout using Al
were osked, but more informotion is needed. No decisions were mode.

In-Depth Plonning & Zoning Troining with Seth Griggs (Multi-County)
The Boord of County Commissioners expressed interest in hosting o multi-county,
in-depth Plonning ond Zoning iroining in portnership with Seth Griggs of the
ldoho Associotion of Counties (lAC). The troining is scheduled for Moy l4 from
5:00 pm to B:00 pm

Commissioners discussed meeting logistics, including the locotion, food
orrongements, ond invitotions. lt wos ogreed to invite the County Boord of
Commissioners ond the Plonning ond Zoning Boord, olong with ony other county
officiols who moy benefit from the troining.

An invitotion will olso be extended to neighboring counties, including Power,

Bonnock, Coribou, Fronklin, Beor Loke, Cossio, ond Minidoko. Finol plons will be
finolized ond opproved of the Moy l2 commissioner meeting.
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Controct for Foir Boord & Airport Mointenonce Positions
Historlcolly, the foir boord ond oirport mointenonce positions-both filled by
independent controctors-hove not operoted under o formol written
ogreement. The proposed ogreement will help define the controctor's
responsibilities, clorify the County's liobility, outline whether the position is

seosonol, ond specify quolificotions, compensotion, ond other essentiol detoils

The newly hired independent controctor for the foirgrounds begins work todoy
ond will need to sign the ogreement within the week. Attorney Lyle Fuller will
prepore the necessory documents, ond the Boord plons to hold o speciol
meeting on Thursdoy, April 17, to review ond opprove the ogreements.

Commissioner Lewis moved to hold o specio/ meeting on April l7 of 9:00
om to opprove the independenf controctor ogreemenfs for the Airport
ond Foirgrounds mointenonce posifions. Seconded by Commissioner
Jeppsen. Alloyes. Motion corried.

Evenl Cenler Policy
A few edits were mode ofter the lost boord meeting. One chonge is thot
poyments for the event center rentol will be mode to the clerk's office. The
boord olso discussed how rentol security deposits would be hondled ond
refunded, porticulorly if they were mode with o credit cord. lt wos determined
thot refunds would be mode by county check, even if poid with o credit cord.
Wording regording the oudio ond visuol equipment wos opproved ond o few
grommoticol edits were mode.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove the Event Center rentol
ogreeme nt with the omendmenfs mode. Seconded by Commissioner
E/ioson. Alloyes. Motion corried.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to odjourn Seconded by Commissioner
Jeppsen. A//oyes. Motion corried

*** Meeling odiourned by 2:30Pm***

s, Choirmon oncl Dorius, Deputy ClerkhB
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